The Snoqualmie Valley Stewardship Handbook

A Guide to living sustainably
in the Snoqualmie Valley

The Snoqualmie Watershed
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We acknowledge that we are on the Indigenous Land of Coast Salish
peoples who have reserved treaty rights to this land, specifically the
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe (sdukWalbixW). We thank these caretakers
of this land who have lived, and continue to live, here since time
immemorial. More on the Snoqualmie Tribe can be found at: www.
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snoqualmietribe.us/history.
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CA RN AT I O N

Today, the Snoqualmie Valley is shaped by both nature and people.
The Snoqualmie River begins in the Cascade Mountains and flows
in three forks through over 300,000 acres of forests, several cities
including North Bend, Snoqualmie, Fall City, Carnation, and Duvall,
and over 15,000 acres of fertile agricultural land. This watershed
is home to multitudes of native plants and animals, including the
iconic coho salmon.
While the Snoqualmie Valley is valued by many, the natural beauty
and productive land of this region is under threat. 80,000 people
move into the Central Puget Sound region every year and seek to
use the Snoqualmie Valley for recreation and livelihoods increasing
both the risk to the environment and the need for us all to act as
stewards of this beautiful region.
This guide will empower our community and its visitors to not only
maintain but improve the land and water of the Snoqualmie Valley.

Landowners, homeowners, business leaders, renters, recreationalists, and volunteers - all those who spend time in the region - will
find resources within this guide to help become part of the movement to protect this valley.
This guide includes: tips, events, and sources of funding for projects
from a variety of local and national entities on subjects including:
•

Home stewardship

•

Agricultural stewardship

•

Forest stewardship

•

Recreation

•

Volunteering

•

Green consumption

You can be a steward of the land, air, and water of the Snoqualmie
Valley by learning from organizations with information most pertinent to your needs and the needs of the valley. Our efforts are part
of a larger conservation movement that we need to preserve the
land and water of the Snoqualmie Valley, and we would love for you
to be a part of it.
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9 - Recreation

Build Green

Rain Barrels

With more people than ever moving to the
Snoqualmie Valley, it is vitally important to minimize
the impact of renovation and new construction on
the environment. Both renters and homeowners
can be effective stewards of the land by adapting
their homes and projects to protect local habitats
and wildlife. These resources will help you build
or renovate your property with an eye towards
reducing energy usage and reducing pollution from
stormwater. Some tips are quick while others are
more involved, but all are important for reducing the
effects of our homes on the environment.

Using rain barrels is a great way to capture rain for
use in your garden or yard. Rain barrels come in a
variety of sizes. For larger projects you can install
cisterns which have increased storage.
•

King County Rain Barrels

•

Seattle Conservation Corps Rain Barrels

•

Snohomish Conservation District

•

King County Stormwater Rain Barrels

Rain gardens are a great feature that anyone can
install. We suggest using native plants for your rain
garden.
EPA- Low Impact Development

•

Snohomish Conservation District Urban Stormwater
Program
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2. Rain Barrels and cisterns
collect water that can be used
for watering plants. It also helps
control stormwater runoff.

3. Pick up after your pets.
4. Compost your food waste.
5. Install a rain barrel or a cistern.

Eco-Remodeling:

•

WSU Low Impact Development Program

•

Eco-Remodeling Tool King County

•

Built Green

King County Rules and Regulations
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•

2. Wash your car at a commercial
car wash or on your lawn rather
than your driveway.

1. When buying new appliances
look for the eco-star label.

greener and save on electricity costs!

Rain Gardens

12000 Rain Gardens

1. Recycle used oil, anti-freeze,
and other car fluids.

QUICK TIPS:

With a few updates to your home you can reduce
your electric and gas usage. Make your house

Key Resources

•

QUICK TIPS:

•

Green Building

•

Green Building and Sustainable Development
Ordinance
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Home Stewardship

Natural Yard Care

Conserving your land is beneficial to local wildlife
and creates beautiful spaces for people to enjoy too!
Homeowners are critical components of the conservation
effort right in their own backyards. While houses and
backyards can disrupt wildlife and their habitats, these
resources will guide you in minimizing negative impacts
and creating habitats with native plants that allow local
animals and ecosystems to thrive.

Natural yard care is a practice to reduce your yard’s
impact on the environment. It leads to cleaner water,
air, habitats, and makes your yard part of the larger
natural ecosystem!

Certifying backyard wildlife habitat - National Wildlife
Federation’s Certified Wildlife Habitat program

•

Certifying backyard wildlife habitat - Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Grow Smart

•

King County Natural Yard Care

Plant Guides
Whenever possible use native plants in your yard.
They are adapted to our local environment and
create biodiversity. Some non-native plants can
cause harm to our native ecosystems. Avoid planting
non-native plants and remove exisiting non-native
plants from your land to help local plants and animals thrive!
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•

•

•

Noxious Weeds

•

Washington Native Plant Society List of native plants

QUICK TIPS:
1. Avoid pesticides for lawn care.
This reduces pollution and protects wildlife!
2. Add native plants to your yard
to create places for local wildlife
to thrive.
3. Remove non-native invasive
plants from your property. Plants
such as Japanese knotweed,
Himalayan blackberry and English
ivy compromise the health of
ecosystems not only on your
property but on your next-door
neighbor’s property and your
neighbors downstream. Be sure
to follow the guidance provided
in the noxious weeds guide,
there are right and wrong ways to
remove invasive plants.
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Backyard Habitats

life. The fertile land of this floodplain provides a va-

riety of crops and a backbone for the local economy.
The resources found within this handbook provide
a variety of tools and grant opportunities to help

farmers reduce their agricultural runoff and manage
their land and livestock more sustainably.
Non-Government Resources
•

Adopt-a-Buffer

•

Washington Farmland Trust

•

Salmon-Safe

•

Snoqualmie Valley Preservation Alliance

•

SnoValley Tilth

Financial Resources
•

American Farmland Trust - PNW Office

•

Salmon Habitat Restoration

•

King County Resouce Protection Incentives

•

Transfer Development Rights

•

King Conservation District Grants

•

Snohomish Conservation District

•

Farm King County

•

Agricultural Program King County

•

King County Agriculture Commission
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QUICK TIPS:
•

Farm Pad King County

•

Agricultural Drainage Assistance Program

•

Local Farm Initiative

•

Non-English Resources

1. Add habitat buffers (a strip of
land with native trees and plants)
to water ways.
2. Use organic farming techniques.
3. Consider using cover crops on
farm lots that are not in use.

Forest Stewardship
The forests and trees of the Snoqualmie Valley are
vital components of the landscape. The health of

rivers, streams and the Sound begin in the headwaters of the Cascade Mountains. As the water flows
through the Snoqualmie Valley it often traverses

private property. Forest stewardship by private landowners can significantly increase the health of the

Snoqualmie River and its tributaries. Here are some

resources to help you become a better forest steward.
•

Forest Stewardship Council

•

King Conservation District; financial help for forest
landowners

•

Land Trust Alliance

•

WA Conservation Commission

•

Washington Department of Natural Resources Small
Forest Landowners Office

•

WSU Extension Forestry
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Agriculture is a central aspect of Snoqualmie Valley
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Agricultural Stewardship

Recreation
Exploring the stunning natural features of the Snoqualmie Valley is fun,

and a reminder of why we need to conserve and protect the land and water
that sustain our community. Being a good steward of that land means get-

ting in touch with the natural resources that surround us. The Snoqualmie
Valley offers many different recreational opportunities. From hiking, to

bicycling, to floating the river, to kayaking to fishing or going on a country
drive, the Valley has it all. Below are just some of the relaxing, engaging
ways you can spend your time in the natural beauty of the Snoqualmie

Valley. According to Leave No Trace, 9 out of 10 people in the outdoors are
uninformed about their impacts; do your part to keep the valley pristine.
•

Campbell Global Snoqualmie Forest Access Program

Volunteering
Volunteering time and effort is a direct way to be a steward of the land.

There are a multitude of volunteer options, from working with a non-profit, to helping at a farm, to helping students get hands-on experience with

environmental work. Each of these resources are an amazing opportunity

for individuals or groups to take action. No matter what you choose, know
that your effort is making a difference!

Volunteer with a non-profit or local agency
•

Adopt-a-Buffer

•

Carnation Farm

•

Mountains to Sound Greenway

City and County Parks

•

Oxbow Farm & Conservation Center

•

Fall City Parks

•

Snoqualmie Tribe

•

Duvall Parks

•

SnoValley Tilth

•

Snoqualmie Falls

•

Washington Farmland Trust

•

Tolt Macdonald Park

•

Snoqualmie Valley Trail Map

•

Snoqualmie Valley Trail

•

Washington Trail Association Hike Finder

•

Middle Fork Trails

•

King County Parks
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Recreation Maps

QUICK TIPS:

•

King County Park Volunteer Program

•

Snohomish Parks Volunteer

Carnation Farm

•

Full Circle Farm

•

Mountains to Sound Education Program

•

Nature Vision

•

Oxbow Farm & Conservation Center

•

Wilderness Awareness School
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Volunteer with Schools and Students

1. Get your students involved by
working with Nature Vision for
both in-class learning and handson restoration experience.
2. Get your business involved!
Restoration events are an
impactful community service and
a team building exercise.
3. Become a changemaker in your
watershed: sign-up for Sound
Salmon Solution’s Community
Action Training School.
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Volunteer at a Park

QUICK TIPS:
How to Buy and Sell Green

King County Hazardous Waste Collection Options
Proper disposal of hazardous materials prevents pollutants from entering the soil and water and protects
people, animals, and plants. This King County link
will guide you to various disposal options.
•

Hazardous Waste

Farmers Markets
Farmer Markets are a great way to buy products from
local farmers and producers. They are also an opportunity to stay in touch with your community. Support
your local farmers market and economy!
•

Carnation

•

Duvall

•

North Bend

•

Snoqualmie
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1. Reduce your reliance on single-use
plastic by using reusable containers
and utensils.

Your daily choices at the grocery store can support
sustainable farmers who work to protect the environment. Purchasing energy efficient appliances is
another way your purchasing choices can reduce your
impact on the environment.
•

Certified Organic

•

EnviroStars

•

Farm Guide

•

Local Farm Initiative

•

Shop the Valley –Snoqualmie Valley Chamber of Commerce Initiative

•

Sell Salmon-Safe products

•

Farm Guide

•

Marketing and Promotion Options

•

King County Ecoconsumer

2. Buy from local food producers.
This helps maintain small independent farms and reduces emissions
from food transportation.
3. Join a CSA (Community Supported
Agriculture) - many valley farms offer
CSA box pick up services.
4. Buy products with the Salmon-Safe
logo. The logo means that the farm
has met rigorous standards of sustainable agriculture.
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You can reduce your impact on the Snoqualmie Valley
environment just with conscientious purchases of
local food. Purchasing from sustainable local farms
energizes the local economy, reduces carbon emissions from food transportation, and provides healthy
food options for families and communities. These
resources connect residents with healthy options from
sustainable farms and information on energy efficient
appliances.
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Green Consumption

CSAs
•

Full Circle

•

Oxbow

•

Root Connection

General Resources

Washington State University’s extension offers trainings and information on a variety of topics related to sustainable living.
•

WSU Trainings

Flood alert systems monitor conditions and help you stay safe during
storms.
•

Flood Monitoring System SVPA

•

King County Snoqualmie Flood Alert System

This section contains links that are helpful for anyone in the valley. These
resources come from King County, local organizations, and local tribes. They
provide basic information on how to live sustainably.
•

21 Acres

•

Forterra

•

King County Water and Land Resources Division

•

Snoqualmie Tribe Natural Resources

The Snoqualmie Watershed Forum is a partnership between the Snoqualmie
Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes, King County, the cities of Duvall, Carnation, North
Bend and Snoqualmie, and the town of Skykomish. The Forum’s mission is
to protect and restore the health of the Snoqualmie Watershed, in harmony
with the cultural and community needs of the Valley.

Stewardship Partners

•

Wild Fish Conservancy

•

Tulalip Tribes Natural Resources

•

Beaver Institute
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•
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Learn more:

Take Action!
The Snoqualmie Valley’s bounty of rich culture, fertile lands, natural beauty, and recreational opportunities are shared resources we all depend on as
members of this community. But they’re also under threat. As impacts from
human activity add up, it’s more important than ever to take action.
Stewardship Partners creates people-based solutions
that engage Puget Sound communities as caretakers of
the land and water that sustain us.

We all have the ability to conserve the Snoqualmie Valley with small acts of
everyday stewardship.
At Stewardship Partners, we want to empower you to take action and lead
others to do the same. We encourage you to talk to your friends, family,
and loved ones about actions they can take to be stewards of the land, air
and water. Share your love for the Snoqualmie Valley on social media and
follow, like, and subscribe to local entities.

80 Yesler Way, Suite 315, Seattle WA, 98104
www.stewardshippartners.org
(206)292-9875
info@stewardshippartners.org

As a community it is our duty to conserve Snoqualmie Valley for generations to come.

Additional support was provided by King County Flood
Control District, Oxbow Farm and Conservation Center,
Patagonia, The Snoqualmie Tribe, and the Snoqualmie
Watershed Forum.
Design: Victoria Masters
Copy Editing: Mitchell Kernot
Translation: Cecilia Rameriz
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This handbook was created by Stewardship Partners
with the generous support of the Bullitt Foundation.

